Case xxx. A spool-shaped object over Nuoksujärvi

To be commented.../AL

The District Attorney of Pajala		
C-A 12-3
							1946

INVESTIGATION REPORT
Tuesday August 6, 1946

Re: A missile-shaped object sighted on August 2, 1946 in the area of the village Nuoksujärvi, parish of Junosuando, Police District of Pajala.

On Friday August 2, 1946 at 5.40 pm the country constable Axel Karttu in Junosuando made the following report by telephone to undersigned, district attorney of Pajala.

Roadworker apprentice Runo Mattias Lantto, Puoltikasvaara, Gällivare - staying temporarily in Junosuando - together with roadworkers Hjalmar Katajamaa, Junosuando and Sigurd Larsson, Junosuando were working the road Junosuando-Nuoksujärvi.

The time was about 12.35. They report to have seen a spool-shaped object 2-3 m of length coming from southwest, passing above them at an altitude of 400-500 m and at a high speed, continuing towards northeast over the lake Nuoksujärvi and finally disappearing in the woods near the north shore of the lake. A sketch of the area is enclosed.

The observers have simultaneously heard a "buzzing rumble" coming from the object.

After I had spoken to Lantto on the phone and he had confirmed the correctness of Kerttu´s report I immediately left phone messages on the subject to the County Administrative Board of Norrbotten and the Area Defence Staff in Kiruna. Then I left for Junosuando and Nuoksujärvi in person to make a thorough investigation with regard to the observation. 

On the same day in Junosuando

Roadworker apprentice Runo Mattias Lantto, born on Febr 24, 1925, registered and living in Puoltikasvaara, parish of Gällivare,
but temporarily staying in Junosuando, recalls:

He had been employed for four years as volunteer at Ing 3 and after that he passed corporal and sergeant educations. The employment ceased in the autumn of 1945. 

It was August 2, 1946 and the time was about 12.35. Lantto was working the road Junosuando-Nuoksujärvi (see enclosed sketch)
together with roadworkers Hjalmar Katajamaa, Junosuando and Sigurd Larsson, Kangos.

Larsson, who was busy planning the road, was working at the site marked 1 on the sketch. Katajamaa was on the road about 40 m from Larsson, towards Puornuvaara, and Lantto himself was on the northeast road embankment about 5 m from Larsson, towards the crossroads to Nuoksujärvi.

While working in these positions Larsson suddenly called out that an aeroplane was approaching. He also pointed to the sky but Lantto did not notice anything in the sky at once. He, however, heard a "rumbling noise". Guided by the noise he had soon caught sight of an object which moved from southwest towards northeast at a high speed.

When Lantto first saw the object it was moving at a distance of about 1 km from him, at an altitude of abt 500 m. He first saw the object from behind and it was moving over the lake Nuoksujärvi or perhaps on the north side of the lake. Then it changed its course,  made a turn to the left and at the same time it started to descend.

For a moment the object contrasted with the mountain Puornuvaara and it seemed to Lantto as if it disappeared into the mountain. At the moment when Lantto last saw the object it was about 50 m above the ground. After it had changed its course Lantto saw the object from the side. It was cigar-shaped was dark in colour.
It moved with the pointed end forward.

Lantto estimated the length of the object to be 2-3 m. The distance from the site where the object changed its course to where it disappeared out of sight was estimated by Lantto to 300-400 m. 

He heard no sound of a crash in spite of all efforts. He did not see any smoke either, or anything else from a possible crash. The sound of the object disappeared at the same time as Lantto lost sight of it. The period of time of the observation was 20-30 sec totally, out of which Lantto could actually see the object during 10 sec.

Immediately when he lost the object out of sight Lantto clocked the seconds and asked Larsson and Katajamaa to listen for sounds from a possible impact.

Lantto has very carefully located the point of his observation and on the site he would be able to give exact details of the course of the object. 

As to the weather it was clear with sunshine and a soft southeasterly breeze.

The story of roadworker Hjalmar Oskar Katajamaa, born on June 5, 1908, registered and living in Junosuando:

He confirmed the correctness of the information left by Lantto with regard to time and place of the observation and in addition to this he told us the following.

At that special occasion Larsson called his attention by calling out, that an aeroplane was approaching. At the same time Katajamaa heard a buzzing sound similar to the "buzzing from a wasp´s nest".
The sound was softer than the sound of an aeroplane. 

Almost immediately he discovered an elliptical object moving at a high speed from southwest towards northeast. He had noticed the object already before it reached its position above them. It was cigar-shaped and he estimated the length to 2-3 m. The colour was dark.

When the object was above them the approximate altitude was 500 m. He watched it as it moved away over the north side of lake Nuoksujärvi. It made a left turn and a sharp descent. It seemed to Katajamaa that the object went down at the southeast end of the mountain Puornuvaara. He did not see or hear any crash.

August 3, 1946 in Kangos
Roadworker Per Johan Sigurd Larsson, born on May 24, 1919,
 registered and living in Kangos, recalls:

He confirmed the correctness of information left by Lantto with regard to time and place of the observation, weather, winds and course of object.

He heard a "rumbling sound" in the sky and thought it came from an aeroplane approaching . By calling out he made Lantto and Katajamaa aware of the sound of the object. Larsson himself had immediately noticed the object which by then had reached a position right above him.

It was elliptical and had some device similar to wings at the middle part. The altitude was abt 500 m and it moved at a high speed from southwest towards northeast.

Like Lantto and Katajamaa he saw the object making a turn to the left and a descent towards the southeast part of the mountain Puornuvaara. It seemed  to have disappeared in the mountain. When he lost sight of it it was about 50 m above the ground. Larsson heard no sound and did not notice any smoke or anything else that would indicate an impact. 

-------------------------------------

Accompanied by Lantto, Katajamaa and Larsson I payed a visit to the site of observation on August 3, 1946.  Guided by unanimous details received from the three of them the enclosed sketch was made.

All of them disputed the fact that the object observed could have been an eagle or any other large bird.

Aug 5, 1946
Yeoman (?) Frans Palovaara in Nuoksujärvi 

was busy making hay on Aug 2, 1946 at 12.35 o´clock. The site is marked 3 on the sketch. At lunchtime he heard a "buzzing sound" but did not bother to check the cause of the sound. He did not see any object in the air and did not hear any noise sounding like a crash. Except for this he had nothing of interest to report.

Smallholder Viktor Rova, born on Nov 25,1909, registered and living in Kangos, recalls:

On Aug 2, 1946 at 12.35 Rova was making hay at a site marked 3 on the sketch. For "quite some time" he heard motor rumbling "at lunch time" but as he supposed the noise came from a truck which was used at the roadworks on the road Junosuando-Nuoksujärvi he did not pay any attention to the noise.

At the same time as he heard the noise he saw a "black hawk" straight to the south from him. "The hawk" had an altitude of abt 100 m and was at a distance of abt 200 m from him. He thought it was moving towards north.

Rova just glanced at the "hawk" and went on with his work. He thus did not watch it very carefully. Afterwards he recalls having heard "motor buzzing" for abt 3-4 minutes after his observation. He could not tell from which direction the noise last came.

He did not hear any explosion or any sound from a possible impact during the day. Rova did not wear a watch but he worked the whole day at the same site.

It should be entered in the record that, from previous interrogations in a criminal case with Rova involved, the undersigned has got the opinion that the powers of observation and the memory of Rova are very poor. His observations in this case also seem less reliable.

As far as Lantto, Katajamaa and Larsson are concerned they have an excellent eyesight and hearing. Lantto and Katajamaa are completely reliable.

                           	Ex officio
			B Rutfors

Verified and forwarded to the Defence Staff. Copy of the report has today been sent to the General Officer Commanding at VI.

Luleå Aug 10, 1946
		Ex officio
		Thorsten Aurén

Sketch belonging to District Attorney of Pajala concerning investigations carried out on Aug 2, 3 and 5 of an object ressembling a space missile, seen on Aug 2, 1946 at 12.35 in the area of Nuoksujärvi, Junosuando.

Approx scale: 1:100000












Map/sketch of the sighting area 


Road from Junosuando to Nuoksujärvi-Puornuvaara

Explanations:
1 = the site from where Lantto, Larsson and Katajamaa made their observations
2 = the site where Viktor Rova was at the time
3 = the site where Frans Palovaarra was at the time
  = the course of the object according to Lantto, Larsson and Katajamaa
   =  the course of the object according to Rova (from south towards north)

The shore at Nuoksujärvi (1) is covered with a few needle trees which may have concealed the sight for Lantto, Larsson and Katajamaa


To be continued with CS investigations, etc. 

Translation credit: Telle Lilja


